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George Bernard Shaw (1856-1950) was an Irish playwright, literary critic
and a tireless social activist. Shaw wanted to become a writer from an early
age and his first writings included highly articulate pieces of journalism on
music and literature. He wrote essays, a few novels and short stories but made
his mark especially as a dramatist. Author of more than sixty plays, Shaw
revolutionised British theatre by using it as a platform for discussing moral,
political and economic issues. Some of his famous plays include 7he Apple
Cart, Saint Joan, Arms and the Man, Pygmalion, Man and Superman and Major
Barbara. Shaw was awarded the Nobel Prize in Literature in 1925 and an
Academy Award in 1938 for his work on the film Pygmalion, an adaption of
his play. Shaw was deeply influenced by socialist ideas and in 1884 he joined
the Fabian Society, a middle class organisation established to promote the
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gradual spread of socialism by peaceful means. The aim of the Fabian Society
was to ‘reconstruct society in accordance with the highest moral possibilities’.
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20 The essay ‘How Wealth Accumulates and Men Decay features in Shaw’s book
The Intelligent Womans Guide to Socialism and Capitalism. Written in 1928,

@ the book was specifically addressed to his sister-in-law Lady Mary Stewart
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ne Cholmondeley, who had asked Shaw to explain his .1deas of S.OCllllSln .In -thc

o book, Shaw, in his clear and witty style, comes up with a detailed examination
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jo” of various socialist ideas, including the issue of private property under socialism

i and the problem of wealth distribution. ‘How Wealth Accumulates and Men

0 Decay’, which forms one of its chapters, borrowsits title from Oliver Goldsmiths
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¢ poem The Deserted Village written in 1770. The poem idealised a rural way of
i ] nisation and the pursuit of wealth. Written
life that was being destroyed by urb‘lms’m(“ e I e S
i more than a hundred years later, Shaw's essay takes up Goldsmiths lame
rﬂof‘ the fate of a land ‘where wealth accumulates and men decay’.
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, Shaw begins by saying that we have been rendered helpless by capit 1h.5m 1
dlﬂn system that has passed beyond our control and knowledge. Its objective to
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